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 Minutes of Naas Municipal District 

held at 2:00pm on Tuesday 20 September 2016 

in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara, Naas. 

 

Members Present: Councillor F Brett (Mayor) 

   Councillors A. Breen, D. Callaghan, B. Hillis, C Kelly, S. Moore,  

S O'Neill, R. Power, D. Scully   

 

  

Present:                  Ms S Kavanagh (District Manager),  

Ms E Wright and Mr G Perry (Senior Executive Officers), 

Mr D Reel (Municipal District Engineer),  

Mr S Wallace (Senior Executive Parks Superintendent), 

Ms M McIvor (Meetings Administrator) and 

Ms D Heavey-Sharpe (Meetings Secretary).  

 

 

Prior to the meeting commencing the Mayor welcomed Ms Alexander a student who is on a 

work placement in the Water Services Section from St. Mary’s College in Naas to the 

meeting. 

  

NS01/1609 

Minutes and Progress Report 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting and the annual meeting held 

on 19 July 2016, together with the progress report. 

The minutes for the annual meeting were approved and the minutes for the monthly meeting 

were approved subject to the following amendment on the wording of the resolution on item 

NS16/1607 – Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor 

Power that a letter issue to the Gardaí, the motion be referred to the Joint Policing 

Committee for consideration and the council initiate contact with the security systems 

provider Safetown.ie or a similar provider with a view to investigating costings on a more up 

to date Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) system. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Moore, that the 

minutes of the annual meeting held on 19 July 2016 be confirmed and taken as read.  



Kildare County Council  

Page 2 of 12 

 

On the proposal of Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Moore, that the minutes of the 

monthly meeting held on 19 July be confirmed as amended. 

The members noted the progress report. 

 

NS02/1609 

Naas Municipal District Budget Meeting 

The meetings administrator stated that it was proposed that the Naas Municipal District 

budget meeting would be held on the same day as the monthly Naas Municipal District 

meeting on 18 October 2016 at 02:00 p.m. and the monthly meeting to be held at 02:30 p.m.  

All members agreed 

Resolved on the agreement of the members that the Naas Municipal District budget meeting 

would be held on 18 October 2016 at 02:00 p.m., and be followed by the monthly Naas 

Municipal District Meeting at 02:30 p.m. 

 

NS03/1609 

Matters Arising 

Closing of walkway at the Naas-Sallins-Monread road roundabout Ref: (NS05/1607) 

Councillor Moore requested that the members receive an updated map reflecting the 

proposed changes to the area. 

The District Engineer undertook to circulate an updated map which reflected the proposed 

changes to the area of the walkway at the Naas-Sallins-Monread road roundabout to the 

members. 

Ms Wright stated that she had received communication from a member of the public 

disagreeing with the proposal, Councillor Moore stated he also received communication from 

the same member of the public. 

Councillor Power enquired to the process of extinguishing a right of way and whether the 

public would be made aware of any intentions the council had to extinguish a right of way. 

Ms Wright stated that on the agreement of the members the council would proceed to 

advertise their intention to extinguish the right of way in local newspapers and media 

requesting the public to make their submissions. 

The District Manager proposed that the council proceed to place the advertisement in local 

papers and media. 
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Councillor Power stated that the council should publicise their intent, however a final 

decision would only be made once submissions were received from the public and all 

submissions considered by the members.  All members agreed. 

 

NS04/1609 

Schedule of Municipal District Works 

A report was received from the District Engineer informing the members of the current 

position in relation to the list of projects being undertaken by the Naas Municipal District 

Office: 

 

Naas Municipal District Drainage works 2016 
The Naas Municipal District awarded the tender for minor improvement works to the 

drainage system at a number of locations within the Naas Municipal District. The works are 

now complete: 

R448 - Kilcullen Rd (Complete) 

L2025 - Ballymore Eustace to N81 (Complete) 

L2007 - Kill to Straffan (Complete) 

L6032 – Toberton (Complete) 

L2006 – Osberstown (Complete) 

L6038 – Redbog (At construction) 

 

Naas Municipal District Road Improvement Works 2016 (Package 1) 
The following projects are now complete: 

• Thomastown road (L2030). 

• Straffan to Kill road (L2007). 

 

Naas Municipal District Road Improvement Works 2016 (Package 2) 
The following works are now complete: 

• Coldwells (L2027) 

• Green Avenue area (L6066, L6067, L6068, L6069) 

• Cromwellstown (L6027) 

 

Naas Municipal District Road Improvement Works 2016 (Package 3) 
The contract is being awarded at present. Works are to commence in October. 

• R448 - Silliott Hill 

• R448 - Mylerstown 

• R407 – Clane 

• Mullacash Cross 
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Naas Municipal District Recycling Scheme 2016 

• Bog Road, Thomastown – Complete 

 

Naas Municipal District Footpath Works (Contract 1) 

The contract has been awarded and construction has commenced: 

• Tipper Road, Naas 

• St. Brigids, Sallins 

• The Gables, Kill 

• Johnstown Manor 

• Sarto Park, Naas 

• Kilcullen School 

• Hillcrest, Kilcullen 

 

Naas Municipal District Footpath Works (Contract 2) 

The project is at tender stage. 

• Naas Road, Kilcullen 

 

In response to a query from Councillor Power the District Engineer outlined the area 

proposed for the construction of 600 meters of footpath on the Naas Road, Kilcullen, the 

proposed path would be situated just before the town side of Dunleas Garage, Kilcullen up to 

the last housing estate on the left. 

 

The District Manager proposed that the process for the preparation for the schedule of 

municipal district works for 2017 commence as the local property tax had been set at the full 

council meeting on 19 September 2016. She advised the members to look at projects listed 

for 2016 which have not been completed and may need to be brought forward to 2017 for 

inclusion on the 2017 schedule.  The District Manager suggested that members start their 

discussions and the process in October in order to formulate the schedule of municipal 

district works in time.      

 

NS05/1609 

Over Head Signage at Dublin Road, Naas 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor O’Neill. 

That the council erect over head signage on the Dublin Road going towards the Ball 

Roundabout on which lane users should be in for each route. The signs on the road itself do 
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not appear to be effective enough as there are many close call accidents all trying to take N7 

access route from both lanes. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Power. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety informing the 

members that this issue will be examined by the municipal district engineer in consultation 

with Transport Infrastructure Ireland. 

 

Councillor O’Neill stated that people do not seem to take notice of the signs on the road and 

drivers are constantly driving in the wrong lane on the roundabout which could cause a 

serious incident and that an overhead sign on the approach may alleviate the problem. 

The district engineer recognised that this was an issue and that there were two areas in 

particular causing difficulty, he proposed that more on road signage be placed further back 

on the road as a first step as overhead signage is very expensive.  He said he would 

investigate further if required.  Councillor O’Neill accepted the district engineers proposal. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Power that more on 

road signage be placed further back on the approach road to the roundabout on Dublin 

Road, Naas and further investigation take place if required. 

 

NS06/1609 

Road at Millstone, Kilcullen 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor O’Neill. 

That the council take steps to resolve the dangerous stretch of road at Millstone, Kilcullen. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Moore 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety informing the 

members that the Road Design Section will carry out an initial assessment and any 

necessary works will be subject to funding being identified. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Moore that the 

report be noted and the Road Design Section to carry out an initial assessment and any 

necessary works subject to funding being identified. 
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NS07/1609 

Dublin Road/Popular Square Roundabout  

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor O’Neill. 

Can we have an update on the Dublin Road and Popular square upgrade and its time frame 

please? 

Ms Wright, stated that three tenders had been received which were being examined and a 

recommendation would be made shortly.  She expected that a consultant would be 

appointed before the end of the year and that the first phase of the work would be due to 

commence in the first quarter of 2017.   

 

In response to a query from Councillor O’Neill, the district engineer stated that the Part VIII 

process had been completed and adopted by the members which set out the framework for 

the design and work required on the project, therefore proposals in relation to a redesign for 

Poplar Square could not be accepted, extra parking spaces would be looked at once the 

scheme reached detailed design stage. 

Ms Wright stated that the Naas Steering Group had looked into the number of parking 

spaces in Naas which was in excess of 4,500 and a report had been circulated to the 

members which included a map of all public parking spaces available in the town of Naas.  

Ms Wright requested with the agreement of the members that an “in committee” meeting be 

arranged before the October Naas Municipal District meeting, to discuss ‘Parking Bye Laws’ 

for Naas and ‘Parking Bye Laws’ for Sallins in which the issue of the number of parking 

spaces in Naas could form part of the discussion.  The meetings administrator proposed that 

an “in committee” meeting be arranged for 1:30 p.m. on 18 October 2016. 

All members agreed. 

 

 NS08/1609 

Monread Park Playground 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Scully. 

That this municipal district make a provision in the budget to upgrade Monread Park 

playground, installing new play equipment and also install closed circuit television and 

security devices. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Kelly. 
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A report was received from the Senior Executive Parks Superintendent informing the 

members that the need to upgrade Monread Park Playground is recognised. However 

irrespective of whether a budget is provided for this, the work will not be possible until 

playgrounds in Sallins, Caragh and Eadestown are completed unless the members indicate 

they wish to alter the priority of these.  

 

Regarding the antisocial issues in the playground it has been their experience that CCTV 

does not solve or reduce antisocial behaviour. The ability to capture images of individuals is 

difficult without monitoring and sufficient staff resources to review footage.  In order to 

alleviate this type of behaviour greater passive surveillance is needed in the playground. 

This can be improved with the removal of the perimeter hedge in the short term. Longer 

term, the location of the playground needs to be considered to provide greater passive 

surveillance. Additionally a higher perimeter fence with a locking arrangement could also be 

considered.  

 

Councillor Scully noted the report and stated that members of the public are concerned 

about the general safety within the park and the need for the park to be secure.  Councillor 

Scully stated that he would be asking his fellow members to agree to a substantial amount of 

funds from the local property tax being allocated to upgrade Monread Park, Naas in 2017.   

Councillor Moore supported the motion stating that there was a need for a warden service 

out of hours as there was no policing system in place and something needed to be done.   

Councillor Brett stated that local property tax allocations would be discussed at the 

appropriate time. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Kelly that the report 

be noted. 

 

NS09/1609 

Gardaí Foot Patrols in Monread Park 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Scully. 

That this municipal district write to the Chief Superintendent requesting Garda foot patrols in 

Monread park to try address the increase in anti-social behaviour such as the consumption 

of alcohol and vandalism. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor O’Neill. 
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 A report was received from the Senior Executive Parks Superintendent informing the 

members that the Chief Superintendent would be written to requesting foot patrols in 

Monread Park. The report also advised that the Councillor may also wish to raise the matter 

directly at the next Joint Policing Committee briefing scheduled for 18 October 2016.  

 

Councillor Scully stated that it was great to see gardaí foot patrols back on the main street in 

Naas however the issue of drinking out of alcoholic containers was not restricted to the main 

street and when he raised this with the gardaí they cited lack of resources.  

Councillor Scully stated that he would raise the issue at the next Joint Policing Committee 

meeting on 18 October 2016 and requested that a letter be written to the Garda 

Superintendant inviting him to attend an “in committee” meeting with the members.  

Councillor Brett supported the motion and agreed that a letter be issued to the Garda 

Superintendant inviting him to attend an “in committee” meeting with the members as the 

issue of anti-social behaviour in Monread Park was a serious problem that needed to be 

addressed. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor O’Neill that a letter 

issue to the Garda Superintendant inviting him to attend an “in committee” meeting with the 

members to discuss foot patrols in Monread Park to try to address the increase in anti-social 

behaviour such as the consumption of alcohol and vandalism. 

  

NS10/1609 

Minister for Planning’s intervention in the Sallins Local Area Plan 

The committee agreed to consider item 9 and item 12 of the agenda together. 

 

Item 9 – Motion Councillor Moore 

That the Chief Executive and/or Director of Planning now make a statement on the 

implication of the Minister for Planning's intervention in the Sallins Local Area Plan in 

declaring that the council has provided insufficient amenity land and community facilities to 

match the population growth and his Ministerial Direction that it now be done 'expeditiously' 

by the council which is also in line with the regular input of the elected members that in 

identifying lands for 'amenity and community' zoning in any proposed Development Plan or 

Local Area Plan that the new proposed zoning should be matched by a Local Authority 

declaration of intent to acquire such lands during the period of that Development Plan or 

Local Area Plan. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Brett. 

 

Item 12 – Question Councillor Brett 

In view of the Ministers recent decision to sign the Sallins Local Area Plan, can the council 

update members on what steps it proposes to take to remedy the deficit in amenity land in 

the town? 

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that in making 

the decision to issue his recent Ministerial Direction relating to the Sallins Local Area Plan 

2016-2022, the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government issued a 

separate letter making reference to the reported deficiency in community and recreation 

facilities relative to the needs of the town, and its expanded population. 

The Minister has asked for an increased effort from all public agencies involved – including 

Kildare County Council - to provide the required open space / recreational land for the local 

community. Indeed the Minister has offered the Department’s assistance in securing this 

amenity space. 

For its part, Kildare County Council is investigating opportunities for the delivery of 

recreational and amenity facilities to serve the growing population of Sallins and the wider 

area, and will work with a range of public and private sector stakeholders to deliver attractive 

and accessible amenity areas for the community.   The Director of Services will update the 

members as progress is made. 

 

Councillor Moore stated that he had communicated with the Director of Services for the 

Planning Department and accepted that a report would be provided for the October 

municipal district meeting, Councillor Brett agreed. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Brett that the report 

be noted. 

 

NS11/1609 

Grass Cutting Contracts 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore. 

That the Grass Cutting Contract with contractors be changed from self-regulating and self-

management to defined instructions and official inspections on schedules, regularity, 

methodology, timings, after care and particularly the requirement that grasses must be 

removed from urban sites, especially eliminating the practice of spewing footpaths with loose 
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grass and leaving it there, where it becomes a hazard and danger to elderly pedestrians in 

wet weather. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Scully. 

A report was received from the Senior Executive Parks Superintendent informing the 

members that the current grass cutting contract is not self regulating and is subject to a 

fortnightly schedule with instructions and inspection. Included in this is also the requirement 

to leave paths and roadways clear of grass cuttings. The contractor has been informed of the 

need to improve the clearance of paths and roadways and failing this will be subject to 

penalties.  

 

Councillor Moore stated that he would like to see a copy of the terms of the grass cutting 

contract if one was available, he had received concerns from elderly people who were afraid 

to walk on the footpaths after the grass was cut as some grass remains on the path and is 

extremely slippery once it is wet.  He was concerned that any reports made to this effect 

were not been checked or inspected on the day of cutting. 

 

Mr Wallace stated that once a report relating to grass cutting is received it is followed up 

immediately.  The contract for grass cutting does not include the collection of grass as this is 

not feasible, a copy of the written conditions would be forwarded to Councillor Moore for his 

information. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Scully that a copy of 

the written conditions of the grass cutting contract to be forwarded to Councillor Moore for 

his information. 

 

 NS12/1609 

Opening of Kill Playground 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Scully. 

When will be the official opening of the Kill playground? 

 

A report was received from the Senior Executive Parks Superintendent informing the 

members that the proposed date for the official opening of Kill Playground is Thursday 27 

October 2016 subject to confirmation that the Mayor of Kildare is available to attend. 

Councillor Brett confirmed that Mayor Ivan Keatley was available to attend. 

Mr Wallace stated that an exact time would be confirmed to the members at a later stage. 
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The report was noted. 

 

NS13/1609 

Upgrade Sewerage Network in Sallins 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Brett. 

Can the council outline a timescale to upgrade the sewerage network in Sallins in order to 

facilitate the development of appropriately zoned lands in the town? 

 

A report was received from the Water Services Section informing the members that the 

Upgrade of the Sewerage network in Sallins forms part of the Upper Liffey Valley Sewerage 

Scheme Contract 2B (Network) and is currently programmed to commence construction in 

Q1 2018 with a 24 month construction period. 

The report was noted. 

 

 NS14/1609 

Delegation Representing Ballymore and Ballymore Tidy Towns 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore. 

Can the members agree to meet a delegation representing Ballymore and Ballymore Tidy 

Towns to make a presentation on improving the entrance to the town with a particular 

project? 

 

Councillor Moore stated that a survey which was required by National Tidy Towns had now 

been done in Ballymore and a three year plan was in place, it was now felt that Ballymore 

had a good chance of winning awards and a delegation representing Ballymore and 

Ballymore Tidy Towns would like to make a presentation to the members. 

Councillor Brett accepted the request, all members agreed. 

 

NS15/1609 

Fitzgerald Banner in Naas Town Hall 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore. 

What happened to the plans and intention of the Local Authority to complete the renovation 

of the FitzGerald banner in Naas Town Hall by having it enclosed for viewing from both sides 

within a glass/perspex frame? 
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A report was received from Corporate Services informing the members that the facilities 

manager is currently seeking quotes and specifications from specialist contractors to build a 

custom made display case to hold the banner.  The display case itself may need its own 

temperature and humidity controls. 

 

Councillor Moore noted the report and stated that he would appreciate any information 

received to be available to members before budgets needed to be considered. 

 

NS16/1609 

Unauthorised Halting Sites in Naas 

Councillor Moore stated that he wished to raise his concerns in relation to the three 

unauthorised encampments situated around the town. 

Councillors Brett and Scully agreed with Councillor Moore. 

The District Manager stated that she would bring this to the attention of the Housing 

Department and request a report on the up to date position to be circulated to the members. 

Councillor Scully queried why as a Local Authority with both parking and litter bye laws in 

place are these unauthorised halting sites allowed to remain where they are, to his 

knowledge there have been no litter or parking fines issued and requested that the District 

Manager take the issue up with the parking enforcement officers and the litter warden for the 

area.  Councillor Scully requested a report on the number of fines issued to the people 

residing at these unauthorised halting sites in relation to parking and litter and this report to 

be circulated before the next Naas Municipal District meeting in October. 

 

 

The meeting concluded. 


